SUMMARY A commercial latex slide test (Oxoid DR 620) for the identification of Escherichia coli 0157 was compared with a standard tube agglutination method using E coli 0157 antiserum (Difco). Thirty isolates previously confirmed as EcoliOl 57 were positive by both methods: 30 isolates ofEcoli of serogroups other than 0157, 30 isolates ofnon-sorbitol fermenting organisms from various genera, and one isolate ofE hermanii were all negative by both methods. It is concluded that the latex slide test offers a rapid and economical alternative to tube agglutination for the identification of E coli 0157.
Strains of Escherichia coli producing a powerful cytotoxin active against cultured Vero cells were first described in 1977 by Konowalchuk et al, ' and have since been recognised as important pathogens in man. Such Verotoxin (VT) producing E coli (VTEC) have been associated with outbreaks and sporadic cases of haemorrhagic colitis in North America,2 3 England,45 and Japan,6 with sporadic cases ofhaemolytic uraemic syndrome in North America78 and England.9 Although VTEC may be found in a variety of serogroups, most cases of haemorrhagic colitis and haemolytic ureamic syndrome are caused by the VTEC of serogroup 0157.
Material and methods
Twenty eight strains of VT positive E coli 0157 from cases of haemorrhagic colitis or haemolytic uraemic syndrome and two strains of VT positive E coli 0157 isolated from cattle faeces were those described in a previous study.5 Thirty antiserum (Difco) in 0 5 ml volumes in phosphate buffered saline were made, ranging from 1/20 to 1/ 1280. 0 antigen (0 5 ml) was added to each dilution; 0-5 ml of PBS and 0-5 ml 0 antigen were used as controls. Tubes were incubated at 50'C overnight and read for agglutination. Tubes showing 50% or more cells agglutinated at a dilution of 1/320 or greater were recorded as positive. 
